Saint Augustine of Canterbury Church

Also serving Saint Mary's Church in Souris, MB (Sunday at 11 am)

327-4th Street, Brandon, Manitoba R7A 3H1
Phone: 204-727-4728 Fax: 204-727-1027 Email: office@staug.ca Website: www.staug.ca

Weekday Office Hours: 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon, 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm

SERVED BY:
2 Pastor Fr. John Okosun
i Parochial Vicar Fr. Oliver Omega
Finance Juliana Yacyshen
y Secretary Ela Klonowska
3 Maintenance Keven VanCauwenberghe

Faith Formation & Religious Education Co-ordinator ~ Linda Chiupka

EUCHARIST:
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am, 11:00 am 7:00 pm, (Souris 11:00 am)
Tuesday 7:00 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am
Thursday 9:30 am

Friday 12:15 pm (with Adoration until 3:00 pm)
Saturday 9:30 am

Friday 2:00 - 3:00 pm or by appointment
Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 pm
'BAPTISM:

Third Sunday of the Month (excluding Lent)

Baptism preparation course every second Second Tuesday of the month at
7:30 pm (excluding period of Lent). Please contact office for more information.
St. Mary's - Souris

Please contact Donni Zuk at 204-483-2687 for more information

MARRIAGE:
' Please speak to the Priest at least 6 months before setting any dates to
ensure that adequate preparation is in place and that canonical requirements
have been met.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Council# 1435
% Grand Knight - Bob Cey
General Monthly Mass & Meeting - 2nd Tuesday of the Month
Executive Meeting - 4th Tuesday of the Month
Pancake Brunch - 1st Sunday of the Month 9:30 -11:00 am

£ CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE

~ President - Suzanne Kiazyk and Linda Seitz
Monthly Meeting - 1st Tuesday of the Month
% Executlve Meetlng 4th Tuesday of the Month
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December 7, 2025

our Parish
COMMUNITY

Will You Notice
the Shoot?

ANN M. GARRIDO

T oday’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah
offers a familiar Advent image: the shoot sprouting
from the stump of Jesse. The verses immediately
preceding speak of God walking through the forest
with an ax: “The tall of stature shall be felled, and

the lofty ones shall be brought low” (Isaiah 10:33).

But now, amidst all the destruction, a tiny sign of new
life emerges, and the Spirit of God descends upon it,
bearing many gifts—wisdom, understanding, counsel,
strength, knowledge, awe, delight.

So often, when we scroll through the news, our
attention is captured by violence and war and the
“mighty” who make great noise when they fall. “Even
now the ax lies at the root of the trees,” echoes
John the Baptist in today’s gospel. If we are looking
for where God'’s Spirit can be found,
however, Isaiah reminds us we will need
to look elsewhere. We will need to
attend to the quiet, fragile resurrections
taking place below the surface when
it appears as if all has been lost. If we
seek wisdom, understanding, counsel,
strength, knowledge, awe, and delight, we will need to
look where the little ones of the earth are found. We
must have our eyes open for the shoots.

The gospels emphasize that Jesus was one such little
one. Although the glory days of his people seemed to
have come to a crashing close, they have not. In him,
we glimpse the truth that life is stronger than death.
We see that the future has not been erased, no matter
how terrible the past. In him, we find our hope. ®

SCANTO
LEARN ABOUT
AUTHOR ANN
M. GARRIDO

Reflect
Are my eyes open to the small signs of God’s work
in the world, or am I too distracted to notice?

In Our Prayers Are: Gresnor Acquisio, Hermann Aquin,
Jamie Ashley, Myron Blocka, Angel Eranio Cabrera, Thomas
Egan, Colette Garlinski, Pat Golding, Jenny Hamill, Vera
Lafreniere, Angela Lau, Paul Malabar, Susan Richardson,
Marilyn Ross, Bonnie Schellenberg, Joan Tweedie, Anne
West, Pat Chambers, Rhea Chudy, Jean Warwaruk, Leon
Sanders, Jason Pascal, Pat Dinsdale, Bea Gross, and the
homebound.

Second Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 11:1-10 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12

*** CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR MASS SCHEDULE ***

December 24
4:00 p.m./ 7:00 p.m./ 9:00 p.m./ 12:00 a.m.- Midnight
Souris: 6:30 p.m.

December 25
11:00 a.m.

December 31
4:00 p.m.
11:30 p.m. Cross-Over Service & 1° Mass of 2026 @ Midnight

January 01
9:00a.m./ 11:00 a.m.
Souris: 11:00 a.m.

The Filipino community of St. Augustine’s Parish is inviting all
parishioners to join the Novena Mass from December 16" to 24"
at 6:30 AM. The Novena Mass, known as Simbang Gabi, is a Filipino
Catholic tradition of nine consecutive dawn masses held in
preparation for Christmas. This tradition held in early morning so
people could attend before starting to work. The Masses heighten
the anticipation of the birth of Christ and honor the Blessed Virgin
Mary. There will be dainties and refreshments to enjoy at the end of
each mass. Please see poster found on our bulletin boards for
details.

MASS INTENTIONS

TUES. December 09 (Isaiah 40.1-11; Matthew 18.12-14)

7:00 pm The living & deceased Knights of Columbus
Knights

WED. December 10 (Isaiah 40.25-31; Matthew 11.28-30)

9:30 am +Gretta Costelloe Tom Walshe

THUR. December 11 (Isaiah 41.13-20; Matthew 11.11-15)

9:30 am +Ken & Marge Kehler Rick & Jocelyn Kehler
Pat Dinsdale Secret Prayer Partner

10:30 am /FVH TVic Hercun Joe & Suzanne Kiazyk

FRI. December 12 (Zechariah 2.10-13; Revelation11.19a; 12.1, 3-6a,
10ab; Luke 1.39-47)

12:15pm +Cheslaw & Cheslawa Sieklicki Family
Sieklicki
TEvelyn Clark Gary & Gerry Walker
Beverley Litkowich Marlene & Garry

SAT. December 13 (Sirach 48.1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17.10-13)

9:30 am TPhyllis & Bill Warnick Ken & Gloria Heide
4:00 pm 4 Jeannette Snyder Fonillard & Snyder
Family

SUN. December 14 - 3 Sunday of Advent

9:00 am Special Intention Rick & Jocelyn Kehler
11:00 am ¢ Gunnar Dinsdale Mackalski Family
7:00 pm +Ben Abao Dulce & Rey Lizada

11:00 am/Souris ~ Missa Pro Populo (Mass for All Parishioners)

* December School Mass is scheduled on Wednesday December 10" @ 11:15 a.m.*
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2" Sunday of Advent

ADVENT! Just as children’s eyes sparkle and their hearts sing with anticipation of this season of
light in the darkness, so our adult hearts can become sparkling clean to welcome the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with fire. And it is John the Baptist who still leads the way.When
John the Baptizer was in prison and sent his disciples to Jesus, Our Lord hailed him as “Elijah who
is to come” and noted that no prophet had arisen who was greater than John. What was the message of this humble desert-dwelling
evangelist? Today’s Gospoel proclaims John’s message. Because the kingdom of heaven is at hand, we are to repent — to suddenly
become completely new. And, as John warned the Pharisees and Sadducees who came to be baptized, our lives need to bear fruit
worthy of repentance. Finally, we are to ponder the advent — the drawing near, past, present and future — of the One who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit and with a fire that lights up this season of humanity, no matter how dark it seems.

As we prepare to celebrate the earth-shaking, humanity-transforming event of the Incarnation of Jesus who is God Saves, may we —

adults in the faith — be found with sparkling hearts that are truly repentant and producing fruits worthy of repentance.

Financial Report for: November 30, 2025

Weekly collection $ 11,605.
Children collection $ 142.

Sharing God’s Gifts 2025 $ 41,774.
Sharing God’s Gifts 2025 Target $ 64,959.
Weekly average spending $ 11,000.

Options for Donating Money:
For your convenience we accept donation envelopes, e-transfers
(finance@staug.ca) and pre-authorized payments. Please note:

e-transfers are only funds to St. Augustine. Please Do Not use

Old Envelopes. Thank you and God bless.

Friendly Reminder from the Parish office

If you moved in 2025, please update your home address at
the office so that your tax receipt contains correct
information.

2026 Sunday Missals books are available for sale at the Parish
office. Cost is $6/each.

2025 Christmas Caroling will take place from December 15%
to December 19" between 6:00 p.m. —8:30 pm. Sign-in sheets
are available on the west & east bulletin boards.

Please contact Karen for details at tel. 204-9638496 or
events@youth.staug.ca.

NICOLAS NUNEZ LC / CATOLICA

(Living with Christ, December 2025)

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Keep Christ in Christmas Coloring Contest

For children ages 3-14

Due December 16th

Contact Johnny for details:johnnydubois13@gmail.com

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL is asking the parishioners to donate
canned hams to be included in our food hampers for the
month of December. We thank you so much for your ongoing
support of the ministry.

Our Parish is presenting Nine Lessons and Carols
Date: Sunday December 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Music by: St. Augustine’s Schola Cantorum Choir
Director: Tobe Ekeneme
Accompanied by: Rebecca Roozendaal
Choir: Children of the Schola “Pop-Up” Choir
and The Knights of Columbus Men’s Choir
Special Music Guests: Thea Jiang/Violin
and Paul Roozendaal/Percussion

All children and youth, grades two and older, are once again
invited to join Mrs. Janelle Wilts and Mrs. Carolyn
Markmann in our pop-up Christmas Eve Children's Choir.
The choir will be singing at the 4 p.m. Mass on Christmas
Eve. Rehearsal will be on Monday, December 22 at 4 p.m.
at the church. No registration required.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

With the light and the strength of the Holy Spirit, let us
build a Church founded on God’s love, a sign of unity,

a missionary Church that opens its arms to the world,
proclaims the word, allows itself to be made “restless” by
history, and becomes a leaven of harmony for humanity.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637
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429 Princess Ave.

204-727-2776

doc.activator.com

www.brockiedonovan.com
Proud to Serve and Support
Our Community Since 1915

360-10th St. 204-727-2727
Order Express Online
www.pizzaexpressbdn.com

Memories ﬁ.ﬁ‘?

Funerals, (remation, Pre-Planning

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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We are pleased to provide funeral
and cremation services for Brandon,
Manitoba and area. Our team is
dedicated to helping you through a
difficult time every step of the way

Free
estimates

Sloped & flat roofing
Serving Brandon & Area
www.mccallumroofing.ca
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SUPERIOR

SERVICE & GLASS.

1919 Brandon Ave. 204-726-1333

Shopping Locally Saves Gas!

LIVINGSTONE LANDSCAPING
P L

P Landscaping Design & Construction
P Lawn & Yard Care

P Fences, Decks & Wood Work

P Snow Removal & Ice Management

]
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204-578-5291 s livingstoneltd.com O]
1610 Byng Avenue, Brandon, MB R7A 7J7 (5]

CALL TODAY!

MELINDA PARISTEN

REALTOR®

204-724-8610

mparisien@integralrealty.ca
www.integralrealty.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vouRr BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

WESTMAN Evaluation and
REHAB:ilitation Center
42 McTavish Ave. E.

Julie Badiou Bsc, BMR (PT)
Physiotherapy « Acupuncture

204-725-3301

Prysiothérapy & Athletic Therapy
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