Saint Augustine of Canterbury Church

Also serving Saint Mary's Church in Souris, MB (Sunday at 11 am)

327-4th Street, Brandon, Manitoba R7A 3H1
Phone: 204-727-4728 Fax: 204-727-1027 Email: office@staug.ca Website: www.staug.ca
Weekday Office Hours: 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon, 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Pastor: Fr. John Okosun
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Oliver Omega
Finance: Juliana Yacyshen Secretary: Ela Klonowska
Maintenance: Keven VanCauwenberghe
Faith Formation & Religious Education Co-ordinator ~ Linda Chiupka

We have come to Homage Him.
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January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord (A)

Isaiah 60:1-6 / Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Matthew 2:1-12

Following Jesus Without
a Star to Guide Us

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

a“ w e saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark
that sent the Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky, interpreted as a sign of something

wonderful—in response, they changed direction in their lives and devoted themselves to a completely different

path. As wonderful as it might well be, a special star in the heavens is not the ordinary experience of how

we learn to follow the Lord or discern his will. If only there could be a sign in God’s universe for each of us,

beckoning us forward, clarifying what we need to do, setting down the path that needs to be

followed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or perhaps not?

Would it truly be less complicated if everything were made clear and certain? Is the
manifestation of God’s grace and blessings confined to the straight and narrow, or can we also
experience God in the chaos—"in the weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to suggest
that Life is more “gray” than “black and white.” There is real grace in the journey, in making
mistakes, even in choosing something that is incomplete. Thankfully, God’s grace does not need
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perfection to be powerful. We can know and follow God’s will for us in the ordinary moments of day-to-day

living. We do not need the extraordinary or the dramatic. ®
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How can I resolve to look for God in the unplanned, the unexpected, the interruptions?

MASS INTENTIONS

TUES. January 06 (1 John 4.7-10; Mark 6.34-44)

7:00 pm +Charlie Kirk Anonymous

WED. January 07 (1 John 4.11-18; Mark 6.45-52)

9:30 am CWL Members CWL

THUR. January 08 (1 John 4.19-5.4; Luke 4.14-22a)

9:30 am +Janet Adey Melwina & Family
+Barbara Hamm Marycia Kruk

Sieklicki Family
Herman Aquin

TBeatrice Lena Gross
10:30am/FVH  {Fernand Legare

FRI. January 09 (1 John 5.5-13; Luke 5.12-16)

12:15 pm Beverley Litkowich Marlene & Garry
Florence & Kelsey Dillobough  Sieklicki Family
TJuanita Aquino Simene Family
TPeter Onyeluka Nwoboshi Zeel

SAT. January 10 (1 John 5.14-21; John 3.22-30)

9:30 am Special Intention —
Veronica’s health

Tom & Joyce Lehman

Keven & Colleen

4:00 pm TLawrence Dubois e

SUN. January 11 - Baptism of the Lord

9:00 am Bruce & Elsie Ray Tony & Linda Devliegere
11:00 am Missa Pro Populo (Mass for All Parishioners)

7:00 pm Vicente Matildo Matildo Family

11:00 am/Souris Kathleen Yvonne

The Children’s Rosary prayer group is meeting
regularly every first Saturday of the month after the
9:30 AM Mass. Please contact Karen for details at tel.
204-9638496.

Men’s Group is meeting on Wednesday January 21
at 6:00 pm in the Church. The theme for January -
“On Prudence - The Virtue of Making Good
Decisions”.

There will be the Sing Aloud Mass on Sunday
January 4" at 12:30 p.m. Everyone is invited. Please
be advised, this Mass includes prayers worship.

Youth Group designed for the age group between 14
and 40 will meet on Sunday January 4" at 5:00 p.m.
at the Parish square. Parents, please encourage your
children to be a part of this group.

In Our Prayers Are: Gresnor Acquisio, Hermann
Aquin, Jamie Ashley, Myron Blocka, Angel Eranio
Cabrera, Thomas Egan, Colette Garlinski, Pat
Golding, Jenny Hamill, Vera Lafreniere, Angela Lau,
Paul Malabar, Susan Richardson, Marilyn Ross,
Bonnie Schellenberg, Joan Tweedie, Anne West, Pat
Chambers, Rhea Chudy, Jean Warwaruk, Leon
Sanders, Jason Pascal, Pat Dinsdale, and the
homebound.
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Dear Padre,

I recently lost my husband of sixty years. |
prayed for him through his four-year illness.
Since he has died, | cannot pray. Any advice
for me?

My heartfelt condolences on your profound loss. When
someone we love dies, a part of us dies too. Sometimes, the
trauma is so severe that it can even affect our relationship
with God.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kibler-Ross identified five stages of
grief. In the denial stage, some people can’'t accept the reality of the death. It becomes too much to handle. In
the anger stage, some may question their belief in God—especially if their prayer requests (such as, “Please God,
if you heal my loved one, | will...”) weren’t successful in the bargaining stage. People in the depression stage
feel overwhelmed by the reality of the loss and may not always feel like connecting with others—even with God
in prayer. However, in the acceptance stage, emotions stabilize, and a person comes to terms with their new
reality. Nothing makes up for the absence of a loved one, but people manage to cope and live on.

It’s because you loved so deeply that the loss feels so deep. God accepts you completely; God understands
how you feel. He wants you to be at peace and live life fully. Our compassionate God yearns to help console you
and offer assistance in your healing process until you can embrace him again in prayer. ®
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Fr. Bvron Miller. CSsR / DearPadre.orq

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS are holding an exemplification

K K for new members after 11:00 AM Mass on Sunday January
Financial Report for: December 28, 2025 11%™, 2026 in the Church. For more information, please
Christmas collection $  11,705. contact John at tel. 204-724-3322.

Weekly collection $ 15109 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL is accepting donations of winter
Children collection $ 212. coats and other winter apparel that can be handed out to
. those in need. If you have any extra winter clothing, please

Weekl d 11,000. B .
eekly average spending $ drop them off in the SVdP bins located at the east and north

entrances of the Church.

Options for Donating Money:

For your convenience we accept donation envelopes, e-transfers
(finance@staug.ca) and pre-authorized payments. Please note:
e-transfers are only funds to St. Augustine. Please Do Not use

CWL is having their general meeting on Tuesday, January
6" at 1:30 p.m. at the Parish Square.

Old Envelopes. Thank you and God bless. A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

. . . . Let us resolve to bring [God’s] love everywhere,
Friendly Reminder from the Parish office never forgetting that each of our sisters and
If you moved in 2025, please update your home address at the brothers is a dwelling place of God and that his

office so that your tax receipt contains correct information. presence is manifested above all in the little ones,

in the poor and the suffering, who ask us to be

2026 Sunday Missals books are available for sale at the Parish
office. Cost is $6/each. thoughtful and compassionate Christians.

REGINA CAELI, ROME, MAY 25, 2025

2026 boxes of donation envelopes are available for your pick
up at the east vestibule.

Please destroy the personal envelopes from previous years or
drop them off at the Parish office.

Huge Thank You to everyone who helped make our Christmas
Masses a celebration full of joy, love and welcoming.

YANDRY FERNANDEZ PERDOMO / CATHOPIC
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637
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204-727-2776

doc.activator.com

Proud to Serve and Support
Our Community Since 1915

360-10th St. 204-727-2727
Order Express Online
www.pizzaexpressbdn.com
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Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Funerals, (remation, Pre-Planning

Free
estimates

T m\unu e
Sloped & flat roof|ng

Serving Brandon & Area
www.mccallumroofing.ca

We are pleased to provide funeral
and cremation services for Brandon,
Manitoba and area. Our team is
dedicated to helping you through a
difficult time every step of the way
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SERVI

1919 Brandon Ave. 204-726-1333

Shopping Locally Saves Gas!

LIVINGSTONE LANDSCAPING
P L

P Landscaping Design & Construction
P Lawn & Yard Care

P Fences, Decks & Wood Work

P Snow Removal & Ice Management

]
i
204-578-5291 s livingstoneltd.com O]
1610 Byng Avenue, Brandon, MB R7A 7J7 (5]

CALL TODAY!

MELINDA PARISTEN

REALTOR®

204-724-8610

mparisien@integralrealty.ca
www.integralrealty.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vouRr BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

Call 1-800-268-2637 for this space
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